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Introduction  
Datatific Review is a data application used to explore and compare 
data in Access, Excel, MySQL, Oracle, SQL Server, text data and 
custom data connections.  It is easy to use and rich in features. 

What can you do with Datatific Review? 

¶ Compare two tables or versions of data 

¶ Explore data quickly and easily 

¶ Dynamically discover data in a tree control 

¶ Perform queries and DBMS commands using a SQL editor 

¶ Search data across columns using regular expressions 

¶ Examine database metadata 

¶ Calculate, concatenate and format data 

¶ Export and copy data 

Features and Quick Start 
Datatific Review is rich with features.  This following is an overview 
of the main features with a quick start on how to use them. 

Data Explorer 

View data from Access, Excel, MySQL, Oracle, SQL Server and/or 
text data with a rich set of data tools: data tree navigation; filter and 
sort; search data using regular expressions; calculate and format 
data; examine table and column metadata; copy and export data; 
and moreé 

To explore data, select the Data Explorer tab and specify a data 
source. 

Compare 

Compare two tables or versions of data.  The data can be from 
different sources and database types.  You can compare columns 
with different names and data types.  Use column formats and 
expressions to condition data before comparing.  Data can be filtered 
before comparing.  Select one or more columns as the unique row 
keys.  Results show rows that are equal, unequal or are only in one 
source.  Unequal rows are stacked and highlighted to show 
differences. 

To compare data, select the Compare tab and follow the step 
instructions. 

Data Navigator 

The data navigator lets you explore database tables, views and 
metadata.  Examine column data such as distinct values, counts and 
totals.  By continuously drilling by column and value, you can quickly 
filter data based on content. 
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To use the data navigator, open a data source (either in the Data 
Explorer or Compare) and select a table, view or metadata.  
Metadata is at the top of the tree.  Tables and views are organized 
by catalog and schema, if applicable.  Select an object to view and 
the data will appear in the table view.  Drill into columns for more 
details and to filter the data.  Use the ribbon options to refine how 
data is displayed. 

Search 

Perform comprehensive data searches using regular expressions.  
Search on a specific column or the entire table.  Options include the 
ability to mark (highlight) search results and filter it.  Other options 
are Find Next, Match Case, Match Whole Word and Wrap Search to 
Top. 

Regular expressions provide a concise and flexible way to specify 
text search criteria.  For example, gr[ae]y will find both spellings of 
the word gray.  Refer to online sources for information on how to 
specify regular expressions. 

To search data, open the data to search and then select Search in 
the left sidebar.  Enter the search criteria, desired options and 
execute.  

Filter and Sort 

The filter and sort features let you organize data through simple 
menu commands. 

Filter data in the table view using column value filters and/or 
conditional filters.  To specify a column filter, click on the filter button 
(down arrow) on the right side of the column header and select from 
one of the options.  Quickly remove all column filters by selecting the 
ñRemove applied filterò button on the ribbon. 

Sort data in the table view using the ribbon sort buttons.  To sort a 
column, select any cell in the column to sort and then click either the 
sort ascending or descending button on the ribbon.  Sort multiple 
columns by activating the sort multiple columns button on the ribbon.  
Remove column sorts by selecting the ñRemove applied sortò button 
on the ribbon. 

SQL Editor 

The SQL Editor lets you query data and perform DBMS commands 
for managing data. You can insert and update data as well as create, 
alter and drop tables and views. Query results are displayed for 
viewing and can be used to compare. 

SQL queries and commands are automatically saved so you can use 
them again later or modify them as needed.  You can also copy and 
paste SQL commands. 
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Column Formats 

Column formats alter how data is displayed on the screen without 
changing the data in source.  This is especially useful when data 
needs conditioning before comparing or exporting.  You can format 
dates, numbers or text. 

To format column data, select any cell in the column you want to 
format and then select Properties in the left sidebar.  Enter the 
desired format in the Format property of Column Settings.  For date 
and number data types, enter a format that conforms to the .NET 
Format syntax (e.g., D for long date or #.00 for two decimal points).  
For text, enter one of the custom formats: {0}, ToLower, ToUpper, 
Trim, Reverse, Replace(OldText,NewText), 
Remove(StartPosition,Length), Insert(StartPosition,Text), 
Substring(StartPosition,Length), 
PadLeft(NumberOfPadPositions,PadCharacter), or 
PadRight(NumberOfPadPositions,PadCharacter). 

Expressions 

Expressions create virtual in-memory columns using the result of an 
expression applied to other existing columns.  This lets you alter the 
form of the data without changing the table or view.  You can 
express and/or combine data in a way that the physical columns do 
not natively provide.  For example, you can multiply the price of an 
item times its quantity to get a total price.  You can append units of 
measure to a number to express it more meaningfully.  You can 
concatenate multiple columns together into one.  You can perform 
If..Then..Else logic to return values based on a Boolean expression.   

To create an expression, select Expressions in the left sidebar, add a 
new expression from the Expressions toolbar, specify the data type 
for the expression, enter the expression and then enable the 
expression.  The Specification toolbar provides assistance in 
creating the expression.  Expression syntax is the same as in 
ADO.NET. 

For more details about expressions, see online ADO.NET sources 
such as http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms810291.aspx and 
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-
us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression.aspx. 

Copy Data 

Copy rows, columns or a range of cells.  Four copy modes are 
available: data only, with row headers, with column headers, or with 
both row and column headers.  Hidden rows and columns are not 
copied.  You can also copy tree data to the clipboard. 

To copy data, select the desired copy mode from the ribbon and then 
select the rows, columns or cells you want to copy.  Finally, select 
the Copy command from the ribbon or the keyboard shortcut of 
Control + C. Using Control + C on a single cell will copy the cell 
value only regardless of the copy mode. 

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms810291.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/system.data.datacolumn.expression.aspx


Datatific Review Users Guide  

 Page 8 of 66 

Export Data 

You can export data from the table panel to a file.  There are four 
different export file formats: Excel, Open XML (e.g., Excel 2007 ï 
2010), text and XML.  A variety of data and format options are 
available. 

To export data, first filter, sort and select the data to export and then 
select one of the export options from the File tab. 

Row Data 

The Row Data feature transposes horizontal row data in the table 
panel to a vertical list for easy viewing.  The list is updated as you 
move from one row to another in the table panel.  Blank values can 
be hidden to make reading data even easier. 

Display row data by selecting Row Data in the left sidebar.  Choose 
from one of the options on the Row Data toolbar such Hide Null 
Values or Word Wrap. 

Column Metadata 

The Column Metadata feature provides detailed information about 
column properties such as data type, size and position.  It also 
contains table view column property information ï some of which can 
be modified (namely ï caption, font type, font size and format).  The 
property information is updated as you move from one column to 
another in the table view. 

Examine column data by selecting Properties from the left sidebar.  
Scroll the list by category or in alphabetical order. 

Customize Display 

You can customize the data display by moving and hiding columns; 
freezing rows and columns; and resizing rows and columns.  These 
changes are automatically saved (except row sizes) in the table 
layout and reused the next time you open the table for viewing.  
(Layouts also include column formats and properties.) 

Move a column by clicking and dragging the column header.  Hide 
and unhide columns using the Hide/Unhide Columns feature on the 
left sidebar.  Freeze and unfreeze rows and columns by dragging the 
lock icon located at the top row and left column.  Resize rows and 
columns by dragging the divider between rows and columns. 

Clear a table layout by selecting Remove Table Layout from the 
Table ribbon (this will also clear column formats and properties).  
Clear all layouts for the data source by selecting Remove All Layouts 
from the Table ribbon. 

Options 

Use Options to change the application look and feel, the behavior of 
the Data Explorer and default options for Compare. 

To open options, select Datatific Review Options from the File tab.  
Select the category to change from the left sidebar.  Change option 
values by entering a new value or by selecting from the dropdown 
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list, as applicable.  Reset a category by clicking the Reset button or 
all categories by clicking the Reset All button. 

File 
The File tab provides commands for the Data Explorer and Compare 
as well as other application functions.  Below is a detailed description 
of each feature in the File tab. 

New Menu 

Menu for creating new items.  Click to expand. 

New Compare 

Creates a new Compare and displays the Start Compare step. 

New Data Source 

Creates a new data source and opens the Data Explorer. 

Open Menu 

Menu for opening items.  Click to expand. 

Open Compare 

Prompts you to open a previously saved Compare and opens in.  If 
the compare steps are complete and validated, the compare opens 
at the Compare Data step.  Otherwise, it opens at the Start Compare 
step and provides a status of each step. 

Open Data Explorer 

Opens the Data Explorer.  If there are no open data sources, a new 
one is created. 

Save Menu 

Menu for saving items.  Click to expand. 

Save Compare 

Saves changes in the current Compare.  If no file has been 
identified, then you will be prompted for a filename and location. 

Save As 

Saves the current Compare to a different filename and location.  If 
the file already exists, you will be prompted to overwrite. 

Export Data Menu 

Menu for exporting data.  Click to expand. 
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Export to Excel 

Exports data to Excel (97 ï 2003 file format).  Creates a new 
workbook with a single sheet using the options specified. 

Data options are: 

¶ All Data ï Exports all data in the table. 

¶ Selected Rows Only ï Exports only the selected rows.  
(Highlight row by clicking the row selector; highlight multiple 
rows by clicking and then dragging the row selector.) 

¶ Visible Rows and Columns Only ï Exports only visible rows 
and columns. 

Format options are: 

¶ Include Row and Column Headers ï Exported data includes 
row and column headers. 

¶ Include Row and Column Freezing ï Exported data includes 
any frozen rows and columns. 

To export with character encoding, enable the Character Encoding 
option and then select from the list. 

Export to Open XML 

Exports data to Open XML (Excel 2007 ï 2010 file format).  Creates 
a new workbook with a single sheet using the options specified. 

Data options are: 

¶ All Data ï Exports all data in the table. 

¶ Selected Rows Only ï Exports only the selected rows.  
(Highlight row by clicking the row selector; highlight multiple 
rows by clicking and then dragging the row selector.) 

¶ Visible Rows and Columns Only ï Exports only visible rows 
and columns. 

Format options are: 

¶ Include Row and Column Headers ï Exported data includes 
row and column headers. 

¶ Include Row and Column Freezing ï Exported data includes 
any frozen rows and columns. 

To export with character encoding, enable the Character Encoding 
option and then select from the list. 

Export to Text 

Exports data to delimited text using the options specified. 

Data options are: 

¶ All Data ï Exports all data in the table. 

¶ Selected Rows Only ï Exports only the selected rows.  
(Highlight row by clicking the row selector; highlight multiple 
rows by clicking and then dragging the row selector.) 

The All Data option 

will export hidden rows 
and columns but they 
are also hidden in 
Excel. 

The All Data option 

will export hidden rows 
and columns but they 
are also hidden in 
Excel. 
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¶ Visible Rows and Columns Only ï Exports only visible rows 
and columns. 

Delimiter options are: 

¶ Comma ï Separates each row column with a comma. 

¶ Tab ï Separates each row column with a tab. 

¶ Custom ï Separates each row column with the character 
specified. 

To export with character encoding, enable the Character Encoding 
option and then select from the list. 

Export to XML 

Exports data to XML file.  Options are: 

¶ Ignore Schema ï Export data without XML schema. 

¶ Write Schema ï Export includes XML schema. 

Each XML element will have the name specified in Table Name.  The 
default is the table name. 

Help Menu 

Menu for help.  Click to expand. 

Help 

The Users Guide is a PDF document on how to use Datatific Review.  
The table of contents provides a detailed list of application features. 

Purchase 

Purchase Datatific Review.  This button will not appear if you have a 
licensed version of Datatific Review. 

Enter License 

Enter license information after purchasing Datatific Review.  This 
button will not appear if you have a licensed version of Datatific 
Review. 

Check for Upgrade 

Checks for a newer version of Datatific Review.  If a newer version is 
available you will be prompted for action. 

Support 

Creates an email for the Datatific Review support team. Includes 
information about your computer that may be helpful to the support 
team. 

Last Error Details 

Provides advance details about the last error if one exists.  This may 
be useful when troubleshooting problems.  The information can also 
be emailed to Datatific support. 

http://www.datatific.com/dr/purchase.html
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About Datatific Review 

Provides information about Datatific Review such as application 
version, copyright and a link to the Datatific website. 

Datatific Review Options 

Datatific Review is rich with features.  You can custom the default 
behavior of many features in Options.  When you open Options, it 
defaults to the General category.  The categories are listed on left 
sidebar.   

Click the Reset button to reset the options in the selected category to 
the default. 

Click the Reset button to reset the options of all categories to the 
default. 

The following is a detailed description of each option by category. 

General Options 

 

Application Menu 

Button Color ï Color of the File tab.  Select from the dropdown list. 

General 

Default Control Background ï Sets how control background colors 
are set.  Set to True to use default from control backgrounds; set to 
False to use background color of Visual Style. 

Visual Style ï Sets the visual style of ribbon, sidebars and other 
major controls.  Select from the dropdown list. 

Recent Lists 

Clear Recent Compares ï Set to True to clear Recent Compares list. 
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Clear Recent Data Sources ï Set to True to clear Recent Data 
Sources list. 

Max Recent Compares ï Sets the maximum number of compares to 
retain in Recent Compares list.  When the number is exceeded, the 
oldest is removed from the list.  Enter the desired value. 

Max Recent Data Sources ï Sets the maximum number of data 
sources to retain in Recent Data Sources list.  When the number is 
exceeded, the oldest is removed from the list.  Enter the desired 
value. 

Table 

Allow Add New ï Set to True to permit adding new rows to table 
data.  Note: Data will not be saved. 

Allow Delete ï Set to True to permit deleting rows from table data.  
Note: Data will not be saved. 

Allow Editing ï Set to True to permit editing table data.  Note: Data 
will not be saved. 

Font Family ï Sets default font for table data.  Select the ellipsis 
button or change individual values in list.  Note: Some values cannot 
be modified. 

Row Data Font Size ï Sets font size of table data in Row Data 
feature. 

Data Explorer Options 
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Application Menu 

Clear Data Lists ï Set to True to clear the Data Source Settings 
dropdown lists for Access, Excel and Oracle. 

Max List Items ï Sets the maximum number of items to save in the 
Data Source Settings dropdown lists for Access, Excel and Oracle.  
When the number is exceeded, the oldest is removed from the list.  
Enter the desired value. 

Data Table Settings 

Auto Size Columns on Load ï Set to True to automatically size 
columns when data is loaded. 

Cell Zoom On ï Set to True to turn on cell zoom (magnifies the 
contents of the selected cell). 

Clipboard Copy Mode ï Sets the default clipboard copy mode.  
Select from the dropdown list. 

Load Data Manually ï Sets data load mode.  Set to True to load data 
manually; set to False to automatically load data. 

Multiple Column Sort ï Sets the multiple column sort option. Set to 
True to sort by multiple columns; set to False to sort by single 
column. 

Recall Column Position ï Option to restore table to column position 
last set during session.  Set to True to recall column position next 
time the table is opened.  Set to False to always start at column in far 
left position. 

Show Row Number ï Shows row number in table row selector box.  
Set to True to show row numbers. 

Word Wrap ï Wraps text in cells that do not fit in column width.  Set 
to True to turn on word wrap. 

Data Tree Settings 

Auto Expand Columns ï Automatically shows columns in tree when 
a node is selected that contains columns (e.g., a table or value).  Set 
to True to automatically expand columns. 

Column Sort Parameter ï Specifies whether columns in tree are 
listed by name or position. Select from the dropdown list. 

Display Option ï Specifies how column values are displayed in the 
tree.  Can be the value only or include count information.  Select 
from the dropdown list. 

Show Date without Time ï Specifies whether date values in tree 
include time or not.  This is useful for finding data by date without 
time.  Select from the dropdown list. 

Sort Columns ï Specifies the sort direction of columns in the tree.  
Select from the dropdown list. 

Sort Values ï Specifies the sort direction of column values in the 
tree.  Select from the dropdown list. 

Value Sort Parameter ï Specifies whether column values in tree are 
listed by name or count. Select from the dropdown list. 

Row Data 

Refer to the Data 
Explorer section for 
details on how the 
features for these 
options work. 

Refer to the Data 
Explorer section for 
details on how the 
features for these 
options work. 



Datatific Review Users Guide  

 Page 15 of 66 

Hide Null Values ï Set to True to hide row data with null values. 

Word Wrap ï Wraps text in value cells that do not fit in column width.  
Set to True to turn on word wrap. 

Compare Options 

 

Compare 

Compare 1 to 2 ï Specifies compare direction of data source (i.e., 
which data source is newer relative to the other).  Set to True to 
compare Data Source 1 to Data Source 2.  Set to False to compare 
Data Source 2 to Data Source 1. 

Key Delimiter ï Specifies the character that separates multi key 
elements.  Enter the desired default delimiter character. 

Report Equal ï Specifies whether the compare will include rows that 
are equal in both data sources.  Set to True to report equal rows. 

Report Errors ï Specifies whether the compare will include rows that 
have compare errors.  Set to True to report errors. 

Report Unequal ï Specifies whether the compare will include rows 
that are unequal in both data sources.  Set to True to report unequal 
rows. 

Compare Results 

Changed Value Color ï Specifies the cell background color for 
changed values.  Select from color list. 

Refer to the Compare 
section for details on 
how the features for 
these options work. 
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Equal Color ï Specifies the row background color for equal rows.  
Select from color list. 

Error Color ï Specifies the row background color for errors.  Select 
from color list. 

Source 1 Only Color ï Specifies the row background color for rows 
only in Data Source 1.  Select from color list. 

Source 2 Only Color ï Specifies the row background color for rows 
only in Data Source 2.  Select from color list. 

Unequal Source 1 Color ï Specifies the row background color for 
unequal rows from Data Source 1.  Select from color list. 

Unequal Source 2 Color ï Specifies the row background color for 
unequal rows from Data Source 2.  Select from color list. 

Data Source 1 

Convert Source 1 Empty to Null ï Set to True to convert Data 
Source 1 empty string values to null values (rarely needed). 

Report Source 1 Only ï Set to True to show rows only in Data 
Source 1. 

Data Source 2 

Convert Source 2 Empty to Null ï Set to True to convert Data 
Source 2 empty string values to null values (rarely needed). 

Report Source 2 Only ï Set to True to show rows only in Data 
Source 2. 

Exit Datatific Review 

Closes the application.  You will be prompted for any unsaved 
changes. 

Home 
The Home page provides a starting point for Datatific Review.  The 
following is a detailed description of each feature on the Home page. 

Data Explorer 

New Data Source 

Creates a new data source and opens the Data Explorer. 

Open Data Explorer 

Opens the Data Explorer.  If there are no open data sources, a new 
one is created. 

Compare 

New Compare 

Creates a new Compare and displays the Start Compare step. 
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Open Compare 

Prompts you to open a previously saved Compare and opens in.  If 
the compare steps are complete and validated, the compare opens 
at the Compare Data step.  Otherwise, it opens at the Start Compare 
step and provides a status of each step. 

Data Source List 

Open 

Opens a saved data source list.  This will replace the existing list with 
the saved one.  

Note:  You may want to save your current data source first to 
prevent losing settings in your current data source list. 

Save 

Saves the current data source list to a file for backup or reuse later. 

It is a good practice to save the data source occasionally ï especially 
if the data sources contain many customizations like layouts, formats 
and expressions. 

Edit 

Permits removing unwanted data sources from the Recent Data 
Sources list. 

Click the Edit button to enter the edit mode; an information message 
will appear and the icon for the data sources in the list will change to 
the delete icon.  Selecting a data source will prompt you to delete it.  
Confirm to delete.  Click the Edit button again to exit the edit mode. 

Purchase Datatific Review 

Purchase Datatific Review.  This button will not appear if you have a 
licensed version of Datatific Review. 

Datatific Review Website 

Opens the Datatific Review website in your browser.  Get the latest 
news, information and tips about Datatific Review. 

Recent Data Sources 

The Recent Data Sources list provides a way to quickly reopen 
previous data sources.  Not only are the data source settings saved, 
but so are customizations like layouts, formats and expressions. 

Click on a data source in the list to open it.  The Data Explorer will 
open with the data source. 

Items in the list are arranged by the most recent used.  Each time a 
data source is opened or created, the list is updated.   

Recent Compares 

The Recent Compares list provides a way to quickly reopen saved 
Compares. 

http://www.datatific.com/dr/purchase.html
http://www.datatific.com/dr
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Click on a Compare in the list to open it. 

Items in the list are arranged by the most recent used.  Each time a 
Compare is opened or saved, the list is updated. 

Features 

The Features list provides information about some of the main 
features in Datatific Review.  Select an item in the list to view details 
about the feature. 

Data Explorer 
The Data Explorer lets you view data from Access, Excel, Oracle 
and/or SQL Server with a rich set of data tools.   

The following is an example layout of the Data Explorer with the 
major controls labeled. 

 

The following topics provide details on how to use the Data Explorer. 

New Data Source 

To create a new data source, perform the following.  

1. From the File tab, select New > New Data Source.  (Or, 
alternately, select New Data Source from the ribbon on the 
Home tab.) 

New data sources are 
automatically added to 
the Recent Data 
Sources list in the 
Home tab when 
connected and will 
remain in the list until 
the data source is 
either removed from 
the list or you clear the 
list. 

1. Data Explorer tab 
2. Ribbon 
3. Data source tab 
4. Data navigation tree 
5. Table panel 
6. Navigation sidebar 
7. Filter status 
8. Column status 
9. Row status 
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2. The Data Explorer will open with a new data source. 

3. In the Data Source Settings left sidebar, specify the data 
source type from the list. 

 

4. For Access databases, perform the following: 

a. Specify the database filename by clicking the 
Browse button and selecting the file.  For previously 
specified databases, select from the dropdown list.  

b. Enter the username and password, if required. 

 

5. For Connection String, perform the following: 

a. Select an ADO.Net Data Provider from the left 
sidebar. 

 

b. Specify a connection string in accordance with the 
syntax of the selected ADO.Net data provider.   

You can clear settings 
and start over by 
clicking the Clear Data 
Source Settings 

toolbar button.  

Tip: For choice 

database types, select 
the connection string 
template and then click 
the Paste Template 
button.  

 

Caution: The 

Connection String data 
source type should be 
used primarily for 
testing. Some 
database types may 
not work as expected - 
especially in the Data 
Navigator. 
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6. For Excel workbooks, perform the following: 

a. Specify the Excel workbook by clicking the Browse 
button and selecting the file.  For previously 
specified workbooks, select from the dropdown list.   

b. Specify if the first row in the workbook sheets is the 
column headers by checking the First Row Is 
Header box. 

 

7. For MySQL databases, perform the following: 

a. Specify the server. 

b. Specify the database name.  

c. Enter the username. 

d. Enter the password. 

e. Optionally specify the port. 

 

8. For Oracle databases, perform the following: 

a. Specify the database name.  For previously 
specified databases, select from the dropdown list. 

b. Specify whether to use Integrated Security or to 
specify a username and password 

c. Enter the username and password, if that option was 
selected. 
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9. For SQL Server databases, perform the following: 

a. Select the server with the database from the 

dropdown list. (Click the Refresh button  to 
refresh the server list.) 

b. Specify whether to use Integrated Security or to 
specify a username and password. 

c. Enter the username and password, if that option was 
selected. 

d. Select the database from the dropdown list. 

 

10. For text data with file extensions of txt, csv, tab or asc, 
perform the following: 

a. Specify the text folder by clicking the Browse button 
and select the folder with the text data.   

b. Specify if the first row in the text files is the column 
headers by checking the First Row Is Header box. 

The text data delimiter is 
specified in the registry at 
the following location: 
 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE 
\SOFTWARE\ 
Wow6432Node\Microsoft\ 
Jet\4.0\Engines\Text  
"Format" = "CSVDelimited" 
Or 

"Format" = "Delimited(;)" 
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11. Test the data source connection by clicking the Test 
Connection toolbar button.  If a connection error occurs, 
check the settings and try again. 

 

12. Connect to the data source by clicking the Connect toolbar 
button.   

 

13. After connecting to the database, the screen will change to 
show the database is connected.  Use the left Navigation 
sidebar to explorer the database. 

 

Explore Data Source 

Once you are connected to the database, use the left navigation 
sidebar to explorer the database.  The Navigation sidebar in 
combination with the ribbon controls provides a variety of options for 
exploring data. The following provides details on how to use the 
controls for exploring data. 

Navigation Sidebar 

The Navigation sidebar is a group of data controls: 

¶ Data Navigation Tree 

¶ Find 

You can change the 
data source settings by 
clicking on the root 
node in the navigation 
tree and then clicking 
the link to change data 
source settings.  See 

Change Data 
Source Settings for 
more details. 
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¶ Row Data 

¶ Hide/Unhide Columns 

¶ Properties 

¶ Associations 

Select the desired option by clicking the buttons at the bottom. 

 

Ribbon 

The ribbon provides options for the data navigation tree and table 
panel. 

 

Data Navigation Tree 

The data navigation tree is heart of Data Explorer.  All data is 
accessed from the tree.  The first item is SQL Editor.  The second is 
Metadata.  The third is Database.  Expand the folders by clicking + 
sign on the left or by double-clicking the name. 

 

With the exception of 
Data Navigation Tree, 
data must be present 
in the table panel in 
order to use the 

sidebar controls. 
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SQL Editor 

The SQL Editor lets you query data and perform DBMS commands 
for managing data. You can insert and update data as well as create, 
alter and drop tables and views. Query results are displayed for 
viewing and can be used to compare. 

SQL queries and commands are automatically saved so you can use 
them again later or modify them as needed.  You can also copy and 
paste SQL commands. 

To use the SQL Editor, perform the following: 

1. Click on the SQL Editor node.  This opens the editor form. 

 

2. Enter a command or query in the editor. 

 

3. Click the Execute button on the toolbar to execute the query 
or command. 

 

4. The results appear below the editor. 

 

Tip: Activate the 
Execute SQL 
command when 
Enter pressed after 
semicolon option to 

execute commands 
from the keyboard. 
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The SQL Editor toolbar has several useful features. 

Execute ï Executes the command or query in the editor. 

Previous SQL Statement ï Retrieves the previous executed SQL 
command or query. 

Next SQL Statement ï Retrieves the next executed SQL command 
or query. 

Hide SQL Editor ï Hides the SQL editor to make viewing results 
easier.  Select again to show. 

New SQL Statement ï Clears the SQL editor. 

Copy SQL Statement ï Copies the contents of the SQL editor to the 
clipboard. 

Paste SQL Statement ï Pastes the contents from the clipboard to 
the SQL editor. 

Delete SQL Command ï Deletes the current SQL command from the 
SQL editor command list. 

Clear SQL Commands ï Clears all SQL commands from the SQL 
editor command list. 

Execute SQL command when Enter pressed after semicolon ï 
Automatically executes SQL command when Enter key is pressed 
after a semicolon. 

Metadata 

Metadata is extracted from ADO.NET schema objects for a data 
source and listed in the Metadata folder.  It consists of information 
like tables, columns, and keywords.  To view metadata, perform the 
following: 

1. Expand the Metadata node in the data navigation tree.  The 
list of metadata items will appear. 

 

2. Select the metadata item to explore. 

 

 

 

The list of items in 
Metadata can vary 
from one database 

type to another. 
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3. The metadata will appear in the table panel. 

 

Database Tables and Views 

The Database folder contains a list of tables and views in the data 
source.  Subfolders are created to organize the data in groups.  The 
folders have a hierarchy of catalog, schema and table/view.  Some 
folders may not appear depending on the database type. 

To view database tables and views, perform the following: 

1. Expand the Database node in the data navigation tree.  The 
list of folders and items will appear. 

 

2. Select the item to explore. 
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3. The data will appear in the table panel. 

 

4. Explorer deeper with tree columns and values (explained in 
the following section). 

Tree Columns and Values 

You can use the data navigation tree to explore data beyond the 
table or view.  When a table or view is selected in the data navigation 
tree, the table columns are listed as child nodes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Load Manual 
option in the ribbon 
must be off for data to 

automatically load. 
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Selecting a column will retrieve the all distinct values in the table or 
view for that column. 

 

Selecting a column value will load the table panel with data based on 
the selected column value. 

 

When a column value is selected, the remaining table columns are 
again listed as child nodes. 

 

You can continue selecting column-value pairs for as many column 
and values there are in the table or view.  This provides a powerful 
way for dynamically exploring data quickly and efficiently. 

 

The column-value 
pairs create a dynamic 
WHERE clause: 

WHERE col1 = val1 

AND col2 = val2  

AND col_n = val_n 

Copy column values to 
the clipboard by 
clicking the Copy Data 
button on the ribbon or 
by pressing Ctrl+C.  
Also copied is the table 
name, the tree filter (if 
applicable), the column 
name and the total 
count. 
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The status bar will have a flag if table panel data has a tree filter (i.e., 
column-value filter).  Place the mouse over the filter status to display 
the tree filter. 

 

The Data Explorer ribbon has several options for controlling the 
behavior of the tree columns and values. 

Tree Columns 

Auto Expand ï Automatically expands nodes with column child 
nodes when selected. 

Sort tree columns by name ï Columns are sorted in tree 
alphabetically by name. 

Sort tree columns by position ï Columns are sorted in tree by 
position in table. 

 Sort tree columns ascending ï Columns are sorted ascending 
(either by name or position depending on option selected). 

Sort tree columns descending ï Columns are sorted descending 
(either by name or position depending on option selected). 

Tree Values 

Display value counts ï Displays distinct column count value to the 
right of the value. 

Display value counts with total ï Displays distinct column count value 
and the total number of values to the right of the value. 

Display value percentages ï Displays distinct column count value as 
a percentage to the right of the value. 

Sort tree values by name ï Values are sorted in tree alphabetically 
by name. 

Sort tree values by count ï Values are sorted in tree by count. 

Sort tree values ascending ï Values are sorted ascending (either by 
name or count depending on option selected). 

Sort tree values descending ï Values are sorted descending (either 
by name or count depending on option selected). 

Dates only ï Date values are queried without time.  This is useful for 
grouping date data without time (reduced number of values). 

Table Panel 

The table panel is where data is displayed.  Data appears in a table 
(or grid) with rows and columns.  You can change how the data is 
presented. 

Refresh Data 

Refresh data in the table panel by click the Refresh button on the 
ribbon.  This queries the database for the latest data. 

The Refresh command 
also refreshes the data 
tree at the selected 
node. 
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Column Filters 

Each column in the table panel has a filter.  To filter data, perform 
the following: 

1. Click on the down arrow on the right side of the column 
header. 

 

2. The filter dialog will appear.  The default mode is the value 
filter.  The value filter has a list of all distinct value.  You can 
filter data by selecting and deselecting values. 

 

3. You can switch filter mode by selecting the Text Filter, or 
Numeric Filter or Date/Time Filter button (depending on data 
type) in the bottom left corner of the filter dialog. 

 

4. Build the filter using the dropdown lists, options and entering 
values. 

 

5. Click the Apply button after specifying the filter. 

 

6. A checkmark appears in the column header to indicate there 
is a column filter. 
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The status bar will have a flag if table panel data has a column filter.  
Place the mouse over the filter status to display which columns have 
filters. 

 

Remove Filters 

You can remove a column filter by opening the filter dialog and 
clicking the Clear button. 

 

Remove all column filters by clicking the Remove applied filter 
button on the ribbon. 

 

Column Sort 

To sort data in the table panel by a certain column, perform the 
following: 

1. Select any cell in the column you want to sort. 

 

2. Click either the Sort active column ascending or Sort 
active column descending button on the ribbon. 

 

Multi Column Sort 

To sort data in the table panel by a multiple columns, perform the 
following: 

1. Select the multi column sort option by clicking the Sort by 
multiple columns button on the ribbon. 
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2. Select any cell in the first column you want to sort. 

3. Click either the Sort active column ascending or Sort 
active column descending button on the ribbon. 

 

4. Select any cell in the next column you want to sort. 

5. Click either the Sort active column ascending or Sort 
active column descending button on the ribbon. 

6. Continue sorting columns as desired. 

Remove Sort 

Remove all column sorts by clicking the Remove applied sort 
button on the ribbon.  This removes both single column sorts and 
multi column sorts. 

 

 

Auto Size Columns 

Click the Auto size columns to fit content button on the ribbon to 
auto size columns.  

 

Auto Size Rows 

Click the Auto size rows to fit content button on the ribbon to auto 
size rows.  

 

Auto Size Columns on Data Load 

Click the Auto size columns on data load button on the ribbon to 
auto size columns when data is loaded into the table panel.  

 

Show Row Numbers 

Click the Show row number button on the ribbon to show row 
numbers in the table row selector boxes. 

This option can slow 
performance when 
enabled. 
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Word Wrap 

Click the Word wrap button on the ribbon to automatically wrap long 
text strings to show on multiple lines. 

 

 

Cell Zoom 

Click the Zoom selected table cell button on the ribbon to magnify 
the contents of the selected cell for easier viewing. 

 

  

 

 

Rows may need to be 
resized to show 
wrapped data. 

 

The column may need 
to be resized to 
capture all the 
contents. 




































































